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Shipping Information Notice – 108 

Radio communications – delay to IMO performance standards 

 

To: Masters, Owners & Operators  
  

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
This Shipping Information Notice (SIN) is intended to provide awareness and advise Masters, owners, and 
operators of Gibraltar registered vessels, that revised International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
performance standards affecting Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) radio 
communication equipment installed on or after 1 January 2024, have now been delayed until 1 January 
2028. 
 
This SIN should be read in conjunction with SIN 106, Annex, whereby the reference to the upcoming 
requirement under section; “1 January 2024 - SOLAS Chapter IV amendments”, to be considered amended 
by this SIN 108.  
 
 
IMO Performance Standards 
 
The IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) at its 105th session adopted amendments to SOLAS 1974 (in 
IMO resolution MSC.496(105)) which will enter into force on 1 January 2024. 
 
MSC 105 adopted the following resolutions to apply to shipborne GMDSS radio communication equipment 
installed on or after 1 January 2024: 
 

 MSC.511(105) on Performance standards for shipborne VHF radio installations capable of 
voice communication and digital selective calling; 

 
 MSC.512(105) on Performance standards for shipborne MF and MF/HF radio installations 

capable of voice communication, digital selective calling and reception of maritime safety 
information and search and rescue related information; and 

 
 MSC.513(105) on Performance standards for Inmarsat-C ship earth stations capable of 

transmitting and receiving direct-printing communications. 
 
MSC 107 was made aware that it was unlikely that equipment compliant with the above standards could be 
made available and placed on the market by 1 January 2024. 
 
Following discussions, the Committee agreed to amend the installation date to be 1 January 2028. 
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Therefore, for Gibraltar registered ships, the Gibraltar Maritime Administration permits installation on or 
before 31 December 2027, of: 
 

 shipborne VHF radio installations conforming to performance standards not inferior to those 
specified in the annex to resolution A.803(19), as amended; 

 
 shipborne MF and MF/HF radio installations conforming to performance standards not 

inferior to those specified in the annex to resolutions A.804(19), as amended and A.806(19), 
as amended; and 

 
 Inmarsat-C ship earth stations conforming to performance standards not inferior to those 

specified in the annex to resolution A.807(19), as amended. 
 
However, should equipment compliant with the revised performance standards be available prior to this 
date, it may be installed. 
 
Further information can be found in IMO MSC.1/Circ.1676 (Delays affecting the availability of new GMDSS 
equipment compliant with the revised performance standards set out in resolutions MSC.511(105), 
MSC.512(105) and MSC.513(105)). 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Gomez – Chief Surveyor (Ag) 
For and on behalf of the Maritime Administrator 

 

Issue date:  12 December 2023 
 

All notices are available through www.gibraltarship.com 
 
This copy of the Administrative Instruction has been sent electronically and does not carry a signature or official stamp. A signed and stamped copy 
is  available upon request 
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